essential feature of a granulomatous inflammation of the skin. Therefore one would not expect radium to have a selective action on lupus vulgaris.
A case of lupus verrucosus had been treated with unscreened radon seeds in order to produce necrosis, and the result was promising. By this technique the destructive process affected all the tissues, both healthy and diseased, as well as the invading organisms, and the same effect could be obtained by diathermy with this difference, that the application of radon was painless at the time, although quite painful later.
Mr. DUNCAN FITZWILLIAMS (in reply) said he would have thought that radium acted in a manner totally different from that mentioned by Dr. Brain. Radium was an antiseptic, and, if it was placed near a bacterium, the organism would not grow. He attributed the satisfactory effect of radium, in cases of lupus, to its action on the bacillus itself, more especially on any form of cell. He thought its action here was quite different from itaction in a case of carcinoma. The patient has been in perfect health for over ten years at least. Wassermann reaction negative. The menstrual periods began at the age of 13, and have been normal ever since.
October, 1929.-Mercury vapour light treatment was begun. The hair began to grow in about one month, and improvement has been progressive.
(II) Male, aged 27. All hair fell from the body, within about six months, at the age of 13. Pubic hair grew at age of 17. One year ago the scalp was treated by mercury vapour light. Tbe hair began to grow within two months. The* iesthetic effect is now quite good. The occiput is still very thinly covered, but this did not receive much treatment. Eyebrows and eyelashes have grown to some extent, but limbs have remained quite bare. Wassermann reaction negative.
Dr. W. J. O'DoNovAN said that in alopecia areata, mild or severe, he considered general light therapy of the greatest assistance. He had five patients with alopecia totalis of from two to seven years' duration who had done well, but it had required two years' continuous general treatment for the more severe cases. He was not convinced that local applications were more efficacious than rubefacient or blistering treatment.
Patient, male, aged 25. One year ago a tumour began to grow on the forearm, on the line of the ulnar nerve. It feels like a flat disc of tangled string, lying beneath the skin, but superficial to the muscles. It has a diameter of 1' in.
The patient, a male, aged 38, developed a nodule on his left arm in October, 1929. When seen in November, he showed a raised vivid erythematous ring of rubberlike consistency, surrounding a flat, slightly pigmented centre. Its dimensions were then 4 by 5 in. The epidermis was movable, though not freely, over the induration, which itself was quito easily movable on the deeper tissues. The ring appeared to widen and break up into scattered nodules. Some of these have now disappeared, but some are still present. In February, June and August of the following year, lesions appeared on the right side of the chest, the back of the neck and the interscapular region. Their appearance and evolution are similar, except that on the chest the original nodule tends to break up into smaller nodules without any definite ring formation. The lesion on the neck has nearly disappeared.
The first sign of a developing lesion is a rather diffuse hardening, which gradually becomes more salient and circumscribed. Nothing resembling the pearly nodule of granuloma annulare was ever visible.
The patient is a healthy man with no rheumatic history. The Dreyer-Ward Sigma test is negative.
He has received at different times a potassium iodide mixture and X-rays. The X-rays caused temporary improvement, but the lesions have also regressed spontaneously without treatment.
Discutssion.-Dr. A. M. H. GRAY said that the case did not correspond to his conception of Darier's centrifugal erythema, which was a much more superficial condition. The edge also travelled faster than it appeared to have done in this patient. The striking general feature in this case was that the lesions were hypodermic, but he could not put a name to it. Weidman, in a paper on erythema elevatum diutinum, written about a year ago, had suggested on histological grounds that this condition was related to that described by Dr. Parkes Weber as panniculitis, to cases of dermato-myositis, to Haverhill's disease, and also to some cases of granuloma annulare. He regarded them all as in some way similar in histological structure to the rheumatic nodule. In one of his cases he had cultured the streptococcus from the tissues. There was probably some relationship between the superficial erythematous plaques, of the type of erythema elevatum diutinum, and some of the equally rare conditions in which there were infiltrations in the fat. The present patient reminded him (Dr. Gray) of one he had seen recently, who had, particularly on the thighs, and to a less extent on the upper limbs, large plaques of infiltration in the fat, with a sharply-marked edge, and a faint salmon-coloured discoloration of the skin-though not with the same sharp ring formation seen in Dr. Carleton's case. He had labelled that case, tentatively, "panniculitis." Unfortunately he was unable to obtain a biopsy. Dr. W. N. GOLDSMITH said that he had shown a somewhat similar case to the Section.'
The earliest lesions had been annular, consisting of steep, nearly white rings of rubber-like consistency. Afterwards a very large typical mycosis fungoides tumour developed, arising abruptly from the skin, and having the characteristic histology. But the patient also had a third type of lesion, namely a very deep, plaque-like infiltration, not annular, and hardly raised above the skin level. This last was very similar to some of the lesions in Dr. Carleton's patient, and he wondered whether possibly Dr. Carleton's case might also later be recognized as one of mycosis fungoides.
[P.S. 22 O'Donovan on this ground alone made a provisional diagnosis of extensive hairy nEevus before the child was uncovered for inspection.
The mother, questioned about "maternal impressions," gave a history of many dreams of rats, dogs, and other hairy animals, during her pregnancy, but did not attach great importance to this.
